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For Immediate Release

National Mathematics Research Network’s Headquarters Moving to 
Simon Fraser University

October 11, 2000 (Burnaby, BC, Toronto, ON)

The Mathematics of Information Technology and Complex Systems NCE (MITACS) has announced that it will be moving its headquarters from the University of Toronto to Simon Fraser University. The move is slated to take place on November 1, 2000.   “This is the beginning of an exciting new era in mathematical research for SFU,” said Dr. Bruce Clayman, Vice-President, Research at SFU. “With this move, Simon Fraser University is taking a leadership role in the fields of applied and industrial mathematics.” 

MITACS, a federally funded Network of Centres of Excellence (NCE), is devoted to industry-university research in the mathematical sciences. The network currently represents a $3.7 million annual investment by the federal government matched by $1.5 million annually by Canadian industry. 

Dr. Arvind Gupta, MITACS Program Leader and SFU associate professor of computing science appreciates the role that the University of Toronto played in getting MITACS off the ground. “The University of Toronto has been a terrific host, and we plan to continue working closely with the senior administration.” The driving factor behind the decision to move the MITACS’ headquarters to SFU was the advantage of having the scientific and administrative leadership under a single roof. “By bringing together the MITACS staff in one location, MITACS is in an excellent position to initiate new programs and projects.” 

Dr. Clayman says that both MITACS and SFU will benefit from the headquarters' relocation. The university will support the network by providing it with major administrative and infrastructure facilities. At the same time, MITACS will enrich the university by establishing a forum for dynamic and productive encounters among university researchers, graduate students and industry representatives.

MITACS will be sharing the SFU facility with the SFU site office of the Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences (PIMS), one of Canada’s three mathematical sciences institutes. Dr. Nassif Ghoussoub, Director of PIMS, is enthusiastic about the new proximity of MITACS to PIMS. “PIMS is proud to have played a pivotal role in the creation of MITACS.”

Dr. Gupta notes that MITACS has grown in less than two years to include more than 200 scientists at 26 universities working with over 300 students.  “Today’s knowledge-based economy increasingly relies on mathematical ideas for new product development.  MITACS scientists are working with more than 75 Canadian companies, industries, financial institutions, hospitals, government departments, and foundations on problems ranging from fuel cell design to the prevention of the spread of infectious diseases.”  

About MITACS: Launched in October 1998, MITACS, a federal Network of Centres of Excellence, is a joint project of Canada's three Mathematical Institutes: the Centre de recherches mathématiques (CRM), the Fields Institute for Research in Mathematical Sciences, and the Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences (PIMS),. The network consists of 23 research projects addressing five key sectors of the economy that will be crucial for Canada in the 21st century: biomedical, commercial/industrial, information technology, trade/finance, and manufacturing. Each project brings together industrial and university scientific expertise from across the country. 

For more information, please contact:

MITACS Communications

416-348-9664

mitacs@mitacs.math.ca

- 30 -

- 1 -


_1000031112.doc
[image: image1.png]mitacs







